[Natural pollution of continental waters by the antioxygenic effect of phytomelanin genesis in aqueous extract of autumn leaves, especially poplars].
Phenolase-acid phenol systems are present in variable amounts, variable proportion and variable water solubility in the autumn leaves of trees and bushes. The oxidative polycondensations into phytomelanins caused by these systems confer antioxygen properties to aqueous macerations of senescent leaves, which are sometimes very intense. They induce therefore a biochemical natural pollution of continental waters. The Poplars proved to be particularly deleterious.